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Kindred by Octavia Butler. How Can A Person Make A Difference In An Unjust System?
	Quotation
	Claim, context, and analysis

	‘The boy already knew more about revenge than I did. What kind of man was he going to grow up into? “Why did you set this fire?” I asked, “To get even with your father for something else?”
“For hitting me. See?” He turned and pulled his shirt so that I could see the crisscross of long red welts. ( Butler 44)
	Butler in her book the kindred uses this conversation between Dana and Rufus to show the effects of child abuse. This conversation occurs after Dana time travels for the second time and finds Rufus had set fire on the draperies as a revenge mission against his father for beating him. She puts out the fire saving Rufus from his own undoing and goes ahead to inquire the reason for his actions. It is then that Rufus explains that this was his way of getting back at his father who had whipped him after he had stolen a dollar. Butler’s choice of words shows the shock that Dana experienced upon hearing the idea of abuse and violence against a child. “What kind of man was he going to grow up into?” this words are phrased in a way that even if they a rhetorical the author leaves us wondering how Rufus would turn out to be owing to the kind of abusive and neglected childhood he had experienced. The description of the injuries sustained by Rufus from the violence “crisscross of long red welts” signifies her shock and the intensity of the violence and abuse perpetrated against the young boy.

	“His father wasn’t the monster he could have been with the power he held over the slaves. He wasn’t a monster at all just an ordinary man. Just an ordinary man who sometimes did monstrous things his society said were legal and proper.” ( Butler Page 134 )
	This quotation from the book shows us the effects of societal perception, norms, and culture no matter how unjust on human behavior. This quote was after Rufus assures his Dana that she would not be punished for following his orders. This was after Dana was afraid to partake in a meal, biscuits, with Rufus as she remembered the whipping she had got previously after Nigel had told her that Tom Weilyn would not bother her. Butler attributes Tom’s action to the context of the period and what was considered fair to by the society then. Although Dana did not think of tom as a fair man to some extent she does agree that his behavior and the injustices he perpetrated against his slaves was influenced by the circumstances at that era. The words “just an ordinary man” show that Tom did not act differently from other slave owners that lived in his time period. The try to imply that were it any other person he would have acted just as tom did. He simply acted according to the rules and laws the society had imposed on him. Dana to some point deals with the injustices by accepting that they were what they society considered right at that time

	“Strangely, they seemed to like him, hold him in contempt and fear him all at the same time” (Butler 229 )
	Dana observes how after living through a lifetime of suffering injustices and being abused, beaten and oppressed into working and obeying their masters the slaves harbored multiple emotions towards their masters. This observations were made by Dana at the husking party. Rufus had just gave out food and drinks to the slaves and for this, they were grateful and showered him with praises but behind his back they ridiculed him. The words strangely shows Dana’s surprise of how a human could harbor so many different and contrasting feelings towards one person simultaneously. The combination of the feelings shows how the slaves react to injustices they had experienced all their lives from their white masters and how they cannot be even fully grateful for the little specks of kindness shown to them by their masters.

	“He cracked it in the air, apparently for his own amusement, then brought it down across the back of the black man. The man’s body convulsed but the only sound he made was a gasp. He took several more blows with no outcry but I could hear his breathing, hard and quick…..then the man’s resolve broke. He began to moan-low gut-wrenching sounds torn from him against his will. Finally, he began to scream.” (Butler 72 )
	[bookmark: _GoBack]This vivid description is used by the author to show how slavery and the injustices that came with it stripped the black man of his dignity. This events occurred after Dana had helped Rufus to put out a fire and was directed towards the greenwood’s cabin. Before reaching the cabin she ran into a patrol of white men who she followed to the cabin and experienced the monstrosity they committed against the black man due to his lack of a pass from his monster showing that he was a free black man. The author phrased her words in a way that they show how the black man tried to hold on to his dignity even at the face of the injustice of slavery. For example, “He took several more blows with no outcry..” shows him clinging to whatever little dignity he had left in him. He did not want cry and show weakness in front of his wife and child. However, the author goes on and describes how the black man broke down against his will “low gut-wrenching sounds torn from him against his will” the intensity of the punishment delivered upon him led to him losing his resolve and with it the little dignity he had left at the face of slavery and the white patrol members.
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